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FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW

"'

.

F rom J anuary , 1960, th ro ugh mid- Au gust, the Herald of Truth rad io
s eri es has be en he a rd in 49 sta tes and sev eral foriegn countries.
In 44 st a t e s and four foriegn nations 258 radio stations carried the
progr a m this yea r.
The Herald of Truth television series to date this year has b een
tele vise d ov er 90 television
stations
in 38 states and three foriegn
countri es.
Th e te levi sio n pr ogram h a s been carried over stations in the United
a
Stat es tha t cons is te ntly re a ch 30,380,6'48 television sets repr.esenting
total population of 109,370,332 .
Only five st ate s had neither radio nor television stations carrying
the Herald of Truth programs.

NEW TELEVISION SERIES
Robert W. H olto n has been selected by the Highland elders as the
host n a rra tor of th e new t elevision series-"Living
Christianity ." Holknown f or his work in radio, television,
and film
ton is nationally
production s , and especially in the field of religious drama. A member
of th e Ea st Pa sa de na Church of Christ in Pasadena, California, he is
the son of well-known evang elist A. R. Holton.
All are extremely enthusiastic
who h ave had the opportunity
to examine the plans for the n ew "Living Christi a nity" s eries , whic h has
a s it's th em e : "You can be ju st a Christ ia n in the 20th century."
The seri es will dea l with real life · docum ent stories of presen t-day
conv ersa t ions and Ch ri stia n developm eRt. The dramatic presentatio n
of the stor y , h ow eve r , will be only a se gment of ea ch episode. Ther e
will b e ex t en sive exa mi na tion of the teaching of the New Test ament on t h e su bj ect un der cons ideration, and an outstanding
por tio n of the prog r a m will be devoted to the actual re a ding of God' s
wor d.
Th e tentat ive su bje cts se lected fo r th e 26 episo des are ts follows :
The Mu stard See d
16.
W h a t Is A Christi a n ?
1.
2.
Th e Good Gro un d
17.
T h e Hypocrite
3.
Sa vi ng F a ith
18.
The Blessings of Th e
4.
A Chan ged Lif e
Chr ist ian Lif e
5.
Conf essi ng Christ
19.
L ove Thy N eighbor
6.
The New Birth
20.
Cle a n H a n ds And Pur e
7;
Humility - The Key
Hear t
to Conversion
21.
Day by Da y
8.
Love The L ord
22.
Car in g for the
9.
Why Do You Tarry?
H elpless
10.
Wh at Is W orship?
23.
T he Joy of Sa crifice
11.
Songs In The Night
24.
Go Ye Into All the
12.
The Power of Prayer
World
13.
Tell Thy Neighb or
25.
The Church and Hom e
Will You Rob G'od?
26.
The Kingdom of the
14.
The Lord's Supper
Lord
15.
A t ea m of t en h ighly qu alifi ed men ·are working with the elders in
the prepa rati on of this new series. Their · experience covers the fields
of th e Bible , sc ree n writing, film production, research
and reporting ,
drama, and a capell a music.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
For a month we have been privileged to announce that Bible Correspondence courses are available in NINE languages. They are
as follows: English, Danish, Frerich, German, Swedish, Portuguese,
Spanish, Ukranian, and Italian. We are already receiving requests
for these lessons in the various languages. There is no possible way
to evaluate the good that can eventually be brought about by such
means of Bible study.
For example, a request for lessons to be sent to Germany may
result in conversions that for generations will be the cause of the
Lord's work growing in that and other German-speaking population centers. Just such was the prime reason for the conversion
of C. A. 0. Essein in Africa. Before his death a few months ago,
several thousand had been introduced to their first knowledge of
the fact there is a Savior of the world and had obeyed the Gospel
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
If any who might read this know of Bible Courses in other languages not here listed, and they are properly prepared to teach the
truth of God's word, we would like to know of them.
Any congregation that is sending out courses that are not listed
in our files would certainly be welcome to have a part with us in
sending these courses out in response to requests. Cooperation by
as many churche s as possible would keep the cost from becoming
too burdensome to any. In addition to this, there are no doubt many
small congregations that feel as if they are too small to do much
mission work. If so, this is a wonderful opportunity to perform
a service that can always be kept in conformity ·with the amount
of funds avaiable.
Should anyone or any congregation desire more information as to
the source of material, we will be more than glad to put you in
contact with publishers of courses known to us.

RADIO SCHEDULE CHANGES
The Herald of Truth radio broadcast will change to the following
time schedule on the American Broadcasting
Company network:
Sundays, 8:30 p.m.-Pacific
time (Effective
September
25)
Sundays, 8: 30 p.m.-Central
time (Effective
October 2)
Sundays, 9:30 p.m.-Mountain
time (Effective September 25)
Sundays, 9: 30 p.m.-Eastern
time (Effective
October 2)
Broadcasting
schedules will remain the same on the Mutual network and on independent
stations .

STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH
TELEVISION PROGRAMS
CITY

STATION CH.

TIME

Birmingham

WBRC

De catur
.. ..WMSL
Hunt sville ....WASG
Mobile
........WALA
Mon t gomery
WCOV

6
(Wednesday)
23 4:00 p.m.
31 5:30 p.m.
10 9:00 a.m.
20 11: 30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

..KFAR
.... ..KINY

TIME

New Orleans WVUE 13 11:30 a.m.
Shreveport
....KSLA 12 8: 00 a.m.
MINNESOTA

Minneapolis ..
....... WCCO-TV
Portland

4

8 : 00 a.m.

..... ..WCSH

....KOLD 13 10:45 a.m.

CALIFORNIA

Bak er sfield

... KLYD 17 10:30 a.m.

COLORADO

Col o. Spgs. ....KRDO 13 3: 00 p.m.
Denver
........KBTV 9 12: 30 p.m.
Gr. Junction ... KREX 5 10: 00 a.m.
FLORIDA

6 10:00 a.m.

MICHIGAN

Detroit

ARIZONA

Tuscon

......

CKLW

9

MISSISSIPPI

Greenwood ... W AOG 6 3: 30 p.m.
Jackson
......... WJTV 12 10 : 00 a.m.
Meridian ........WTOK 11
12 noon
MISSOURI

Jefferson City KRCG 13
Springfield
. . KYTV 3
St. Louis ..... ....KTVI 2

2:00 p .m.

9: 30 a.m.

MONTANA

..........WLOF
City WLHD

7

5: 30 p.m.

5

8:30 a .m.

GEORGIA

Atlanta
......WAGA
Augusta ........WRDW
Savannah
......WSAV

3

ILLINOIS

H ar risburg
Quin cy

.... .WSIL

3

1: 30 p.m.
(Wed.)
......WGIDM 10 11:00 a.m.

l"NDIANA

Ft. Wayne
Indianapolis

....WPTA
WTTV

21 12:00 a.m.
4 2: 30 p .m .

KANSAS

Missoula

....... KMSO 13

3: 30 p.m. ·

NEBRASKA

North

Platte

NEW

YORK

KNOP

Buffalo

....... WKBW

NORTH

CAROLINA

2 12 : 30 p.m.

7

Asheville
....... WISE 62 6: 30 p.m.
Asheville ........WLOS 13 9:00 a.m.
Greensboro
WFMX 2 1: 00 p.m.
(Sat.)
Wilmington
....WECT
6
12 noon
NORTH

Williston

DAKOTA

.. ..KUMV

8

4:00 p.m.

... WCPO 12

8: 00 p.m.
(Sat.)

OHIO

Great Bend ....KCKT
Topeka
.....WIBW 10

Cincinnati
8:30 a.m

KENTUCKY

Louisville

STATION CH.

MAINE

ALASKA

Fairbanks
Jun eau

Orlando
Panama

CITY

LOUISIANA

ALABAMA

OREGON

......WA VE

3

9: 00 a.m.

Klamath

Falls

KOTI

2

3:30 p.m.
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God, therefore, for humanity today is found in the New Testament .
The separateness
of the Mosaic and Christian dispensations should
be clearly understood . Then one will avoid all such Old Testament
pra cti ces ~s ~bserving holy days and fast s, sa nctifyin g the seventh day ,
and e~tabhshmg any kind of religion by civil law . In H ebrews 1: 1,2 it
is plamly stated that wh er eas God spoke to the fathers through the
Old Testament proph ets, He is speaking to men of tod ay through Hi s
Son. The N ew Testament
constitutes
God's revel a tion of His will
through Christ .
One statement
that is bandied about today by those who should
k~ow better is th at if people will just keep the ten co mmandments t h ey
will be saved. The prevalence and popularity of this st atement and the
fact that good a nd sincer e peopl e ma ke it does not make it tr ue. Th e
statement is wrong, yes, t erribly wrong . The te n co mm andmen ts consti~ute~ _the very ba sis of the law of Moses and P aul t aught th at no ma n
is Justified by that law (Gal a tians 3:11). Paul furth er declares in the
?al~t~an lett er that, "Ye are sever e d from Christ , ye who would be
Ju st1f1~d by t~ e law, y e are fallen awa y from grace " (Galatia ns 5 :4).
Jeremiah pr edi cted that God would m ake a new and differ ent coven ant
wi~h His y eople , and the in spired writer of the H ebr ew letter qu oted
this promi se to show th at it was fulfill ed (Hebrews 8) . Yes the Chri stian r eligion has sup ers eded and antiqu at ed th e law of Moses. The
Old Tes ta ment wa s the will of God to His peopl e who lived befor e
t~e comi~ g of Christ, and th e Ne w Testam ent is His will to His peop le
smce Chri st came. Whatever is not taught, therefore, by the New Testament is not divinely auth orized and mu st be rej ected .
But again, the chur ch of Chr ist is singular in us ing Bible t erm s
while discussing Bible them es. If this had always bee n done , th er e
wo~l~ not ~e so much confu sion in the public mind on the subj ec t of
r e~1g10n. Bible t hought s can best be exp r esse d by Bibl e t erm s. Bib le
thm gs sh ould always be call ed by Bi bl e names. If th e Bibl e app lie s a
name or several nam es to a Bibl e practi ce, or command , it should n eve r
be called by any othe r . Humari t erminolo gy shoul d n ever suppl ant
If none but Bible names had ever bee n appli ed to t he
sacred usage.
chur ch , it would be und erst ood bette r and ap pre cia ted more . If Bible
terms had never been applied to human in stitutions and practices peo·?le _co~ld more r ea dily see the diff er ence between hum a n and divin e
1nstit ut10ns a nd prac ti ce s. The chur ch of th e New T estame nt ha s se ver al
~criptur al designations (Rom ans 16 : 16, Acts 20: 28, Hebr ews 12: 23), and
it should never be call ed by a name not applied to it in the New
Testam ent.
A person should never become a member, or continue as a member
-of. an" organization whose na°:e cannot be found in the Bible . Pete;
-said, If any man spe a k, let him speak as the oracles of God" (I P eter
4:11). Words convey ideas, and the use of Bible terms will lie a safeNot only should Bible terms be used; they
guard to Bible !eaching.
should be used m the same sense in which the Bible uses them. It is
not e1;1ough to apply Bible names to Bible things. Bible terms should be
used m the same way they are used in the Bible and they should be ap-

pli ed to the same t hings to which the Bible applies them. "Reverend"
is a Bible term, but it wa s never applied in t he Bible to a preacher.
The
word "reverend" is found only one time in the Bible and then it refers
to God .
"Christian " is also a Bible t erm, but never in the Bible is
t he word applied to a chur ch. The word "Christian" is found three times
in the Bibl e and on each oc ca sion it is applied to individual followers
of Christ.
In the fifth plac e, the church of Christ is singular in refusing the
di stin cti on usually ma de between the so-called clergy and lay-members
of t h e chur ch . Thi s di stinction is p.ot found in the New Te st ame nt. It
origin ated long aft er th e death of the apo stl es and it is contrary to
New Testament te aching . J esus condemned the very thing th at caused
this distin ction. Aft er James and ,John had requested prominent places
in th e kin gdom of God, J esus r ebuk ed t hem by saying , " Ye know that
th e rul ers of t he Gentil es lor d it over them and th eir great one s exercise
auth ority ov er th em. Not so shall it be amon g you; but who soever
would beco me gre at amon g you shall be your servant" (Matthew 20:25).
Je su s not only proh ibi te d t h e u se of ecc les iast ica l power , H e for bade
th e wea rin g of eccl esias tical titles.

/,

In Matthe w 23 : 8-11 ar e found th ese words of our Lord , "Be ye not
calle d ra bbi, for one is your t ea ch er and all y e are brethren.
And call
no man yo ur fa the r on the ea rt h; for on e is your fath er, even he who
is in heave n. Nei ther be ye ca lled mas t er s, for on e is your ma ster, even
th e Chr ist . But he that is gr eate st among you sh all be your servant."
Thi s pa ss age sho ws ho w far men ha ve drifted away from the plain
teac hi ng of ou r Lord. Th e st atement is cl ear . It is not mi sunderstood;
it is ign or ed. The wor d "r everend," as ap pli ed to pr eachers today, thus
sta nd s cond emned. P reac hers should b e ded icated to their work and
holy in the ir livin g, but a term whi ch the Bible applies onl y to God
sh ould never be app li ed t o men . The Bible nowhere mention s Reverend
P ete r, P aul, Ja mes or John. This so-called cl er gy-laity distinction consti tute s on e of the gr eate st barriers to the unity of all believers in
Chri st .
A sixth way in wh ich the church of Christ is sin gul ar is that it
pr oclaims the sam e m essag e that was pr each ed by the in spired apostles .
'fh e gre at gospel pla n of salvation wa s ann ounced by Chri st, pr oclaimed
by th e in sp ir ed apostles , and pres erved by the Holy Spirit in the New
T es tament.
A stud y of the pr eaching done by the apostle s mak es it
ve ry pl ain that ea ch one of them preached the same _;;ospel, emphasized
th e sa me truths, and gav e tli e same commands. All of them were memb ers of the same church; all wore the same name; all advocated the
same prin ciples and defended the same doctrine . The church of Christ
today requir es all t hose things and only those thin gs which were
prea ched and comm anded by the inspir ed apostles.
Preachers in the
church of Christ tell people what to do to be saved in the very words
used by inspired men.
Becoming a Christian is a very definite procedure and a study of
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Acts of the Apostles reve als that all who became Christians under the
preaching of the apostles did exactly the same things. Each one heard
th e gospel, believed its truths, repented of his sins, and was baptized
in order to the remission of his sins. With the avowed belief that
the will of the Lord does not change with the passing of the centuries, we
urge upon men the sacred truth that they must do the same things now
to be come Christians that were done by those who turned to the Lord
under the preaching of the apostles.
The plan of redemption was intended to be understood by those
who were seeking salvation.
The apostles preacned it plainly. If the
same message is preached today, it will be understood by those who
are truth-seek ers. Fervent and faithful gospel preaching will have the
same effect on the hearts of men now that it had when the gospel was
first preached.
Yes, the gospel will do the same things for men today
that it did for those of the first century. Then it made Christians and
nothing more; today it will make Christians and nothing more. Since
that is all that God wanted men to be when the church was first established, that is all that He wants men to be today . Therefore, the same
message that was delivered then should still be proclaimed today. No
effort should be made to modify or mystify it.
Again, the church of Christ is singular in that it is not a denomination. Some who do not understand the church of Christ, deny this claim,
but the church is justified in the claim it makes by the name it wears,
the gospel it preaches, and the unique position it holds among reli gious
bodies. Religious denominations were unknown for many hundreds of
years after Christ established His church in the world. Since His church
existed then without denominations,
the same thing is poss ible now.
The church of Christ exists in the world tod ay entirely apart from all
denominations. It is n ot a part of a denomin ationa l system. The fact
that denominations
are called churches has led to confusion on this
point and made it very difficult for people to see the real difference
between the New Testament church and denomin at ions.
Honest study and earnest prayer is the only solutio n to this diffi-culty. That the church of Christ is not a denomination is shown by the
fact that it h as no denominational or gan izations, no denominational officials, headquart ers, or conventions.
'l'he loca l congregation
is the
only organization
known and r ecog nized amo ng church es of Christ.
Each congreg at ion is autonomous in its work and indep end ent of every
other congregation . Each congregation dete r mines its own actions and
is not bound in any way by any super organization.
Although the various
congregations fellowship each other and have mutual int erests and aims,
they are no t bound together by any kind of ecclesiasti cal ties.
Denorninationalisrn
is condemned by the Bible. It means divi sion,
manifests division, causes division, and depends on division.
Jesus
prayed fervently th at all who would ever believe on Hirn might be one
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(John 17:21). Since Jesus prayed for unity, all who believe on Him
should work toward unity. One cannot consistently work for unity and
defend or maintain denorninationalism.
Churches of Christ are not making a fight against any particular denomination nor against individuals
in any denomination, but they are opposed to the whole denominatioraal
system because it is a barrier to the fulfillment of our Lord's desire for
His people that they should be one.

·,\

If you find yourself caught in the web of denominationalism,
the
Lord asks you to coi:ne out of it that He may be your Father, and that
you may be His sons and daughters.
He asks of you no more than He
asked of Paul. When this great man learned he was in error he did not
hesitate to give it up. Not once did he confer with parents, teachers,
or friends, but he asked, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" When
the Lord replied three days later, through His earthly spokesman, "Arise
and be baptized and wash away thy sins , calling on the ·name of the
Lord," Paul did not delay. Will you be as prompt as Paul in obeying
the Lord that He may wash away your sins, and add you to His church?
C'+.!>

September 6, 1960
Alpharetta, Ga.
Brother Baxter,
I have been seeing your program on television on Sunday since
May. It has been wonderful to look at all the work that is being
done by you so that the world may be saved. One of the members
of the congregation of the Church of Christ in Alpharetta told
my brother and me about your program. Through the efforts of
this congregation my brother and me were converted to Christianity three years ago. We had been - before this. The rest
of our family has not been converted yet. I have been praying a
long time for this to happen. I get tracts and other pieces of literature to read and leave them around the house hoping tq.at they
will read it too .
.
I would like to request that you pray for me and ·my family .and
that you send me "How to Understand the Bible" that you mentioned on television last Sunday. I am looking forward to receiving
this piece of literature and thanking you for your efforts on my
behalf.
Sincerely in Christ,
s. L.

WHAT IS MAN?
ABC

and · MBS

By JAMES
Radio Sermon

WHAT

Networks

D. WILLEFORD
September

No. 450

11, 1960

"When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art
mindful of him?" So wrote David, the sweet psalmist of Israel. (Psalms
8: 3-4).

Some have interpreted
the passage to mean that considering the
vastness of the universe, how insignificant is mere man! But careful
attention to the last clause will reveal an opposite meaning. In view
of the fact that the great Creator takes notice of this small creature,
he must be rather important.
He is the demonstrator, before the universe, ot
Man is important.
God's greatest revelation of His love. Having fallen so low, he furnishes
evidence of the most convincing kind that the love of God is infinitely
deep and broad and high.
What sort of creature
and purposes of God?

is this man, who is so important

in the plans

By comparison with the heavenly bodies, man's body seems so insignificant. It becomes a mere speck, hardly discernable. As David viewed
the magnitude of the heavens he was impressed with the minuteness
of man.
If one looks into the sky on a cloudn es s night he can see six or
seven thousand stars.
With the aid of a high -powered telescope, he
can see about one hundred million. Our closest fixed star is probably
Alpha and when we look at it today we are not seeing it as it is now
but as it was nearly five years ago, for it takes that long for its light
to reach the earth. It is twenty-five trillion miles away.

Through ingenious methods first developed at Mt. Wilson Observa t ory, the astronomers are able to calculate the distance to any star
or swarm of stars whose light can be caught by the telescope. It has
been determined that some stars are fifteen thousand light years away,
or one hundred quadrillion miles from the earth.
Astronomers have found that the stars are not sprinkled at random throughout the universe, but are grouped together in countless
universes. Their order and the precision and harmony of their movements are not due to blind chance. Some plan has been followed in grouping them, and some intelligence has designed them. In view of these
truths, David said, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
Page 10
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firmament showeth his handiwork . Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world" (Psalms 19: 2-4).
As the Psalmist looked out at the universe in all its matvelous beauty .
he asked, "What is man!"
This question has received different answers from different peo.ple . Some say that man is by nature a child of Satan; that he is born
under just condemnation without defense or excuse. But we do not
believe such an idea. Indeed it is so repugnant to anything that we
find in the Bible that we can scarcely treat it with courtesy. It is diffi.
cult to believe that a preacher could proclaim that man is a child of ,
the wicked one and justly condemned to eternal ruin from birth. Imagine , if you will, such a preacher returning home from a preaching
trip, and his own daughter just budding into womanhood, whose cheeks
are tinted with the bloom of nature more beautiful than the rosetinted clouds of a summer's morning and whose bright eyes resemble the sparkling dew, running to meet him and hearing him say, "A
child of the devil born under just condemnation to eternal ruin!" No,
a thousands times, No!
But let us hear God's answer: "Behold , all souls are mine; as the
soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine" (Ezekiel 18:4).
None of them belongs to Satan and the only ones that he will get are th9
ones that will not come home to the Father's house . The only souls
that belong to Satan are those that sin, and will not repent of it.
Others will answer the question, "What is ~an?" by saying that he
is but the product of some lower form of life; that he has developed
through the evolutionary process . We are not discussing the theory of
evolution, and we will not at this time dispute the man's word who
says he descended from the monkey, but we will kindly suggest that
we are not kinsfolk. It seems that some men will give more time and
energy to prove their origin with the monkey · than they will to learn
of their divine origin; they would rather be the descendants of an ape
than to be the children of God.
In answer to the que stion, "What is man?" we find that he is a physical being. The Bible says that "the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground" (Genesis 2:7) and that after death "the dust shall return to the earth as it was" (Ecclesiastes 12: 7). Each of us is composed
of many elements found in the earth-enough
calcium to whitewash a
chicken coop, enough iron to make a ten-penny nail, enough phosphorous
for a small handful of matches! As a pile of inert matter, each of us
is worth a dollar and ninety-six cents, but combine all of these elements into the form of a living man, and the price soars to an inestimable amount.
But even

the

body itself,

though

it is composed

of dust, is a

Page
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,wond erful organism. It b e spe aks an · intellig ent designer or m a ker. Dav id
.~xpressed ..a great truth when he sa id , "I am ·fearfully and wond erf ully
,m a de :. marvelous are thy works; and th a t my soul knoweth right w ell"
( Psalms 139: 14). The body has slightly more than two hundred bon es
.wh .ich are held together by cartilage li ga m ents and tendons. The bones
the cartilage
is his · shock a bsorbers, and t he
a re man's framework;
·
l igaments are the stout cords th.at hold his framework together.
If any on e needs riiore · proof that a divine hand formed a nd fas h·
'i<;>i:iedthe body of man, let him look a t the heart.
It is about the siz e of
an adult fist, ·weighing between ei ght and twelve ounces . It is a fait hf ul
·servant, working day and night for a lifetime.
It contracts and rel axes
.about one hundred thousand times each day. It beats from seventy to
,eighty times per minute, and in moments of excitement, anger, or exer·
tion it works about three times this fast . There is within the body a
tran'spoi:tation
system of veins and arteries which takes the bl ood to
,and from the heart, and . this system is one hundred thousand miles in
·~ength. The heart generates . enough energy in twenty .four hours to r a ise
-?lle h"4ndred fifty thousand pounds one foot from the ground!

Men spend a life tim e studyin g the ear and never learn all th er e
il.s to know about it. The same can be sa id of the eye or of almost any
-other organ of the body. The study of blood cells and how they f ig ht
,disease challeng e s the most brilliant minds. The body's proc ess of se lf·
.cleansing can riot be - explained ·wi thout gr a ntin g a high er a nd more
-efficient hand than man's. But with all our vaunted intelli ge nce we can
not fully determine how the body function s. How could blind ch ance
-eve r .bring into existence such a wonderful organism? If it came by mere
cha nce, then ch a n ce cre a t ed som ething which intelli ge nc e ca n no t
ex pl ain or · understand
very well.
.
In answering the question, "What is ma n ?" we find th at h e is a n
i ntell ectual being. Th e Bible sa ys , "Th ere is a spirit in m a n a n d the
i nspiration of the Almi ghty giveth them understanding
(Job 32: 8). This
,soul or spirit in m a n en a bles him to consider his past , w eigh th e pr esent,
a nd con t empl a te futur e conduct.
It helps him to de cide bet wee n r ig ht
a nd wrong. But brute b ea s ts c;annot do this. Th ey are devoid of mor a l
r e sponsibiliti e s. Ma n is the only one of God's cr ea tions that h as t he
p ower of self-culti vation . He alone ca n improv e him se lf. The bee m a de
a s good honey a thous a n.d years a go a s today.
Th e monkey's ch atter
h as been the same for thousands of years, and th e beaver build s n o
b etter houses now th an in the be ginning of tim e. Man alone mak es im·
p rov:ements · to better his living conditions.
Christ ask ed the Pharisees, "Why r ea son ye in your heart s" (Luke
~, 2'2). Thus the Maker of man stamped the crown of His creation wit h
t h e ability to reason a nd this definitely sets him apart from the a nimal
e reation. Reason is defined as "the process of drawing logical inferen ces
'3;nd reaching logical conclusions ." Can you fancy an animal reaching a
logical conclusion based on a major or minor premise?
There is no . evidence that -animals have ideas. They can move

WHAT

IS MAN?

Page

13

within a certain sphere but beyond that sphere they can not go. They
ca n not t a ke ideas and arrange them into formulas, problems and solutions , or translate them into intricate mechanisms. They are cunning:
through the instinct God has given them, but t,o them the Lord has
set bounds and He says, "This far shalt thou come but no farther ;•r
However, man was not limit ed, and to the first pair, God said, "B&
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth, and subdue it: and!
h a ve dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air ~
and over every living thing that move th upon the earth" (Genesis 1: 28) .
Thus , in the beginning God gave man dominion over all other created
things, and established his superiority over the animals by giving him
the ability to reason. In paying tribute
to God for man's exalted
position , David said , "For thou hast made him a little lower than the
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou madest
him to h a ve dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put
all thin g s under his feet : All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the'
field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever
pas seth through the paths of the s eas. 0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is
th y name in all the earth" (Psalms 8: 5.9) .
In answer to the qu e stion, "What is man?" we reply that he is a
spiritual being. The Bible says th a t, "In the day that God created
man , in th e liken e ss of God m a de he him"(Gen esis 5:1). This likeness
a ppli es to m an 's spiritu al bein g, and not to his physical body. Man
can not b e in th e likeness of God physically
because God is not
phys ic al. H e is a Spirit (John 4:24).
Ma n is a dual being-physic
al and spiritual. The Bible sa ys that " tfie
Lor d God form ed m a n of the dust of th e ground , and br eathed int o,
h is n os tril s th e br ea th of lif e; and man became a living s oul" (Gene sis
2:7) . This Script ure cl ea rly te ach es that m a n is physical a nd spiritu al.
H is body cam e fr0 m the dust, a nd hi s spirit cam e from God. P a u l
pr aye d th at God would pr es erve the "soul, spirit, a nd body" of Chr isti on s (I Th e ss a loni a n s 5 : 23). T hu s a cle a r di st inction is m ade betwe en
ma n 's ph ysica l a nd s piritu a l bein g . Our L ord s ai d that m a n ca nn ot liv e
by bread alone. But if he were wh olly physical he could liv e by br e a ~
alone . We can be sure that man is more than physic a l becaus e h e is ne v er
compl et ely sa ti sfi ed wi t h the ph ys ical. There is al ways a lon ging for
som ething bett er, and mor e la stin g .
Thi s same thoug ht is conveye d by a do ct or wh o wrot e a medical
t ext to he lp th e peop le of our country . H e s aid , "W e can no mor e
separate the so ul from th e body th an w e ca n sep ar a te en er gy f r om
m atter . In the ato mic age, w e k n ow t ha t the a tom is not the ultimate of
matter, t h at energy is th e ultim at e of m att er . In th e sa m e way, th e
sou l is the ul timate of th e ma t eri a l body and th e m ora l v a lu es o ur
soul kno ws a r e th e u lt ima t e goa ls of life .. . . By dedi catin g the body
to the service of t he h ig h er va lu e s of th e s oul , we pa y hom a ge to · the ·
Cr eator, the Sour ce of go dli ness in m a n " (En cyclop edia of Medic al ,
Se lf-H elp, by R osen ber g, p . 126).
Yes , m a n has a soul. He wa s m a de in God's image, and liis spiri t
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IS MAN?

is eternal. This is the reason God is mindful of him. If he were mere
clay with nothing but a physical existence there would be no reason
for God to b e interested
in him. But since he is more than clay the
Lord is deeply concerned about his welfare. A father is interested
in
his son because the son bears his father's image. The father and son
are r elated by blood, a nd there is a close affinity between them.

TIME

STATION

CITY

ALASKA

l!'airbanks
Sitka

...KFRB 8:30 a.m .
....KIFW 9:00 p.m .
(Wednesday)

..WHMA 4:30 p.m .
Anniston
Auburn ...........WAUD 1:30 p.m.
Bay Minette ..WBCA 12:30 p.m .
....WATV 8:30 a.m.
Birmingham
..........WKLF
· Clanton
1:05 p.m.
............WAJF
Decatur
............WOOF 12:30 p.m .
Dothan
Eufaula ............WULA 4:35 p.m.
....... WTCB 8:30 a.m.
Flomaton
........WOWL 4:00 p.m.
Florence
1:00 p .m.
.......WHEP
Foley
Geneva ............WGEA
Sylacuaga ........WFEB 4:35 p.m .
1:00 p.m .
Talladega ........WHTB
(Sat.)
4:35 p.m .
Troy ..................WTBF
....WNPT
Tuscaloosa

Since God is r elated to man He is inter ested in ma n, and s in ce
man is r elated to God he never finds perfect peace without the L ord .
An through life man longs for an d hun ge rs a fter something b etter
than this eart hly life can give. He is "like th e troubled se a, when it
ca nnot r es t, whose waters cast up mire and dirt" (Isaiah 57: 20). But
when he comes to God and does Hi s will, a peace calm a nd serene settles
over his soul and he is at r es t. This is what Christ had in mind wh en
He said, "Come unto me and I will give you r es t" (M a tthew 11:2 8) .
that men find rest for their
We learn from the New Testament
souls wh en th ey obey the gospe l. The tr easurer of Ethiopia rejoiced
after he heard the gospe l, b elieved in Christ, and was baptized into
the Lord (Acts 8 : 39). The same can be sai d of Paul, Lyd ia, the Philippian jailer, and all others whose conversions are recorded in the New
Testament . Truly these could sing, "There is re st for the wear y, if
res t they will seek, There is cheer for the lon ely and strength for t h e
weak; Ther e is pardon and bles sing, and endle ss reward, Ther e is
pe rf ect sa lv a tion in Jesus the Lord." You can join in the same refrain
. by obeying the Lord, for He will be a Friend to all who do His will .
And now, as we part company for ano ther week, · 1et us ad monish
you in the words of the poet:
"Have God thy friend, who passeth all the re st,"
Whose loyalty endures the harshest
test ,
Who wisely guards and guides us day by day,
Through trial and trouble safely leads the way.
Have God thy friend. No truer friend on ea rth

ARIZONA

..........KCLS
Flagstaff
Sierra Vista ....KHFH

8:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

ARKANSAS

·•

.... ...KTCN 7:45
Berryville
......KLCN 8:30
Blytheville
Camden ............KAMD 4:35
Corning ............KCCB 1:30
Fort Smith ......KFSA 9:00
...... .KBTM 5:35
Jonesboro
Little Rock . ....KARK 5:30
McGehee ..... ....KVSA ...9:00
Prescott .... ... ...KTPA

a.m .
a.m .
p.m.
p.m .
p.m .
p.m.
p.m .
a.m .

Denver

............. ..KOSI

3:30 p.m.
7:35 p.m..
3:30 p.m..
8:00 a.m .

CONNECTICUT

..... .WTOR

5:35 p .m .

Fort Pierce ....WARN
Ja ckso n ville ....WPDQ
Miami ......... ....WMIE
Milt on ..............WSRA
Ne w Smy r na
Beach ........... WSBB
...WSUN
T a mpa
Vero Beach ....WTTB
Winter Haven WSIR

7:45 a .m.
8:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m .

Torrington
FLORIDA

GEORGIA

..........WALB
Alb an y
......wwcc
Bremen
........WGlG
Brunswick
....WBHF
Cartersville
Columbus
Cordele

..WPNX
..WMJM

......WBHB
Fitzgerald
WKEU
Griffi n
.. ...WGML
Hinesville
......WLAG
LaGrange
..WRPB
Macon ...
... .WLAQ
Rome
Thomson ..... .WTWA
..WGOV
Valdosta

5:35 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
6: .35 p .m..
2:30 p.m .
8:30 a.m .
6:30 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
1:30 p.m.
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
7:3'6 a .m.
9:00
3:25
7:15
6:35
2:30

a.m .
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .
p.m .

8:00
1:30
9:~
9:0

a.m .
p.m .
a.m
a.m

IDAHO

CALIFORNIA

.....KPAY
Chico
Los Angeles ....KABC
...KSFE
Needles
Paso Robles ....KPRL
........KSDA
Redding
San Diego ..........KGB

San Francisco ....KGO
Sa n Luis
Obispo ..........KVEC
Sto ck ton ............KWG
COLORADO

ALABAMA

God and sinful men are not related through the blood of Christ,
as God and Christians are related, but God is the Father of us all in
creation. He is the Creator, and we are His h a ndi work . This expl ains
why God has always gone in sear ch of man and why He longs for him.
Man is r ela ted to Him. As the father loves his son whom he brought
into existence, so God loves man whom He created. Knowing thi s, we
ca n better m1derstand why "God so loved the world that he gave hi s
only begotten Son that whosoe ve r believeth on him should not pe rish
but have everlasting life" (John 3: 16). We can see why "God is Jongsuffering to u sward, not willing that any shou ld pe ri sh," but hop e ful
that "all sho uld come to rep entanc e" ( II Pe ter 3: 9) . He made us a nd
He longs for His creatures to glorify His name upon th e earth.
He
yearns to see His kin s men do righ t that th ey may dwell with Him in
the mans ions His Son is now pr eparing for the redeemed.

TIME

STATION

CITY

7:35
3:30
7:00
5 :35

a.m .
p.m .
a.m .
p.m .

8:30 p.m .

Albion .
Burley .....
Idaho Falls
Nampa .....
....
Rupert
Sandpoint

..KMVC
..KBAR
....KID
..KFDX
KAYT
KSPT

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday un.less otherwise Indicated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not llsted.
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CITY

STATION

TIME

ILLINOIS

STATION

TIME

MISSISSIPPI

Peor ia ....... ......WPEO
INDIANA

Lafayette
........WASK
North Vernon WOCH
Vincennes
......W AOV

9:35 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
5: 35 p.m.

IOWA

Fort Dodge ......KVFD 8: 05 a.m.
Sioux City ........KSCJ 10 : 30 p.m.
KANSAS

Goodland ..........KBLR
Saline ................KSAL

5: 35 p.m .
7: 35 a.m.

KENTUCKY

Bowling
Green
..........WKCT
Danville
..........WHIR
Henderson
......WSON
Hopkinsville
..WKOA
Madisonville
WFMW
Mayfield ..........WNGO
Owensboro ........WOMI
Paducah
..........WPAD
Paintsville
........WSIP
Pikeville ..........WPKE
Som erset ..........WSFC

1: 30
5: 35
7: 00
7:15
6: 35
2 E 30

8 : 30
4:35
6:35
4:35

p.m.
p .m.
a .m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

LOUISIANA

Brookhaven
....WJMD
Centerville
......WGLC
Greenwood ......WABG
Jackson
............WJDZ
Laurel ...............WLAU
Natchez
..........WNAT
Vicksburg
......WQBC

1:30 p.m.
5:35 p.m.

Cape Giradeau KFVS
Dexter ............. KDEX
Kansas City ....KCMO
Rolla ..................KTTR
St. Joseph ........KRES
St. Louis ..........KXEN
Anaconda
Bozeman
Lew iston

Detroit
............WX YZ
E scan a b a ........WDBC
F lint .... .. ........WTR X
Ludin gt on ......W K LA
Muske gon ........WKBZ

8:00 p.m.
8 : 00 p.m.
2 : 30 p .m .
6:30 p.m.

MINNESOTA

ffiveleth ............WEVE
Montevideo
....KDMA

5: 35 p .m .

a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
a.m.

Kearney
..........KGFW
Omaha ............KOWH

8 : 05 a.m.

NEVADA

Reno
NEW

HAMPSHIRE

NEW

........... ..KSVP

6 : 35 p.m.

YORK

Malone

............. WICY
..........WMSA

New York City WABC
Og d ensburg ....WELB
NORTH

1:05 p.m.

MEXICO

Artesia

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
7:00 p.m .
(Sat . )
2: 30 p.m .
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)

CAROLINA

Burlington
Clinton
Durh a m

......WBBB
..WRRZ
..WTIK

STATION

Gastonia ..........WGNC
Goldsboro ........WFMC
Greensboro
....WGBG
Hendersonville ..............WHKP
Hickory
.WHKY
Lenoir ................WJRI
Mt. Airy

..........WSYD

Reidsville
Roanoke
Rapids

........WFRC
,....... .WCBT

Salisbury
........WSAT
Wilson ............WGTM
NORTH

Devils
Grand

TIME

2:30 p.m .
1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
6 : 35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
1:30 p.m .
6:35 p.m.

DAKOTA

4:35 p.m .
1: 00 p.m.

Ironton

..... WIRO

Toledo

..WTOL

6:35 p.m .
(EDT)
9:30 a.m.

6: 35 p.m .
(EDT)
2:30 p.m .
(EDT)

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent
changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise
indicated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not llsted .

1: 30 p.m .

6: 00
2 : 00
9:00
1: 00
8 : 30
1:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

6 : 35
8 : 30
4: 30
8: 30
3:30

p.m .
a .m .
p.m .
a.m .
p.m .

OREGON

As t or ia
. KAST
Cou quille ·· ....KWRO
. .....KASH
Eu ge n e
L a k e View ........KQIK
Portl an d
KWJJ
PENNSYLVANIA

Coatesv ill e ......WCOJ
H u n ti ng don ....WHUN
Joh nsto wn
... WCRO
L ock H ave n ....WB P Z
Milton . . ....:...W MLP

STATION

TIME

Phillipsburg
..WPHB
State College WMAJ

9:00 a.m .
9:00 a.m.

St. Mary's ........WKBI
TyroneAltoona ........WTRN
Washington
....WJPA
Wellsboro
......WNBT

6:35 p.m.

Wilkes-Barre
SOUTH

Lake ....KDLR
Forks
..KILO

Ardmore
........KVSO
Enid . .......... .....KCRC
Oklahoma City KBYE
Lawton
.....KSWO
Pot eau ........... ..KLCO
Tulsa
KT UL
W ewok a ...... ...KWSH

CITY

(EDT)

OKLAHOMA

................KMEO
..............WKNE

CITY

OHIO

NEBRASKA

2: 30 p .m .

M ICHIGAN

8:30
1: 00
6:35
8: 30

8:05 a.m.
7: 45 a.m.

Ma ssena
......WJEJ

7: 30 p.m.

...... .KANA
........KBMN
..........KXLO

8: 00 a.m.

MARYLAND

p.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.

MONTANA

NEW
1: 30 p .m.

4:35
8: 00
4:30
9:30
1:30
2:00
5:35

MISSOURI

Keene

Baton R ouge ..WYNK
Bogalusa
..........WIKC
Lake Charles ..KLOU
Shr eveport ......KRMD
Winnfield
........KVOL
H age rstown

CITY

5:30 p.m.
8: 00 a.m.
6 : 35 p.m.

..WILK

CAROLINA

Bennettsville
..WBSC
Charleston
......WOKE
Florence
..........WJMX
Georgetown
....WGTN
Hartsville
Rock Hill
SOUTH

(EDT)

7:35 a.m.
8:35 a.m.
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
7:30 a.m.

.WHSC
..WRHI

6:35 p.m.
2:30 p.m .
8 : 00 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
6:35 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
(EDT)

DAKOTA

Huron ..................KIJV
Mitchell
..........KORN
Watertown
....KWAT

5: 35 p.m .
5 : 35 p.m.
5 : 30 p.m .

TENNESSEE

Athens
............WLAR
Colu m bia
... WKRM
Dayton
.....WD N T
Fa ye t teville .. W E KR
J ac kson
WTJS
J ohn so n City . WE T B
L exin gt on
..WD XL
Liv ingston
W LTV
Man che ster
WHSR
Morris town
W CRK
Mu r fre e sbor o W GN S
McMi nn vill e W BMC
N ashvill e
WSI X
Oa k R idg e
W OK E
On ei da
WBNT

4 :3 5 p.m .
1:30 p.m.
7:0 0
1:30
8:05
1:0 0
5: 35

p.m.
p .m.
a.m .
p .m.
p.m .

9 : 35 p .m .
1: 30 p.m .
7 :00 p.m.
9: 00 a .m.

T EX AS

Abilene
Amarill o

'KRB C 8:15 a.m .
....... KG NC 1: 30 p .m.

T h is list is not 100% cor rect d u e to frequ ent c ha nges.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise
indi cated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station for times not listed.
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CITY

TIME

STATION

Bay City ............KIOX 5:35 p.m.
Big Spring ........KBST 1:30 p.m.
Borger ..............KHUZ 5:05 p.m.
Brownwood
....KBWD 7:30 p .m.
Clarksville ........KCAR 8 : 30 a.m.
Dallas
..KSKY 2:05 p.m .
Eagle Pass ......KEPS
Freeport
....KBRZ
Graham ............KSWA 4: 30 p .m.
Houston ...... ..KXYZ 10:05 p.m.
Huntsville
..KSAM 6: 00 p.m.
Littl e fi eld
...KZZ N
Longview
....... KFRO 1: 30 p.m.
Midland ............KCRS 1: 30 p.m.
Monah a ns
....KVKM 4: 35 p.m.
Na co gdoches ....KEEE
Pa mp a
..KHHH
Pamp a
....KPDN 4:35 p.m.
Perryton
... ..KEYE
8:15 a.m .
Ple a santon
..... KBOP 8:30 p.m.
Rosenb erg ........KFRD 9 : 00 a .m.
Sa n An ge lo ....KGKL 1:30 p.m.
San Antonio ....KMAC 8:00 a.m.
Te xar kan a ......KCMC
U TAH

CITY

WEST

STATION

TIME

VIRGINIA

Fairmount
......WTCS
Logan ..............WLOG

2:30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.

Montgomery
..WMON
New
Martinsville
WETZ
Parkersburg
..WTAP

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
1:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
(Sat.)
9:30 a.m.
9:00 p.m.
5:35 p.m.

(EDT)

St. Albans ......WKLC
Wh eeling ... ..WKWK
Williamson
..WBTH

.....KIXX

3: 30 p.m.

....WKVT

1:05 p.m.

V ERMONT

Bra t tl€ boro

Beloit ................WGEZ
Eau Cla ire ......WBIZ
Fond du Lac ....KFIZ
Gr een Bay ......WDUZ
Madison
..WIBA
Manitowoc
....WOMT
Oshkosh ..........WOSH
Po ynette
......... WIBU
Re eds burg ......WRDB
W aupa ca ........WDUX
Wau sau
....WSAU
Casper
............WTKO
Douglas ............KWIV
Thermopolis
....KTHE

V IRGINIA

4:35
4:35
4:35
1:30
8:00
4:35
1:30
4:35
4:35
2 : 30
9:00

p.m
p.m.
p.m.
p .m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m .
p.m.
p.m.
a.m .

9: 15 a.m.
1: 30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

FOREIGN

... ....WFHG

F r e deri cksburg
.......WFVA
P et ers bur g ......WSSV
Ra dfo rd ..... ......WRAD
W ay n esb oro ..WAYB

6:35 p .m.
(EDT)

..ZBM

1: 30 p.m.

City ......HOG
................HOK

1: 00 p.m.
8: 30 a.m.

Pembroke

6:35 p.m.
(EDT)
9:30
9:15
3 : 30
10:15

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
a.m.
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Than H e who wa tc h es over u s from birth,
Who sh a r es with us life 's ofttim e,s lonely road .,
And be a rs with us th e burd en of its lo a d.
Hav e God th y friend . No g r ea t er lo ve than Hi s,
Who g ave Hi s Son t hat we m ig ht know he a ven 's bli ss,
Who still by th a t unch a n gi n g, deathle ss lov e
Directs our hearts to seek the th in g s abov e.
H ave God thy fri end. He'll ev er fa it hful b e,
Restore our souls and k e ep our spirits fr ee;
Prove daily that His bl essed will is best A friend indeed, "who passeth all the re st."
(Hel en Ro ge rs Smith, Signs of the Times, Feb. , 1957, p . 16.)

Panama
Colon

(Wed.)
Blind River,
Ont . ............... CJNR 10:15 a.m.
Toronto, Ont ... CKEY 9:15 a.m.
Weyburn, Sask CFSL 6:15 p.m.
Winnipeg, Man . CKY 11: 00 p .m.
PHILIPPINE

Manila

Bakersfield, California
September 10, 1960
Dear Brothers:
I received your most welcome letter the other day. If the Lord is
willing, I will send a dollar a week. T he Lord has blessed our
family. Pra y ers do come true . My brother 's wife w as bapti zed
Friday night. Now it start ed with films. Thank the Lord for them.
With the Lord 's help, we hope and pray my brother and two boys
w ill follow. May the Lord bless the Highland Church . God bless
all of you.
In Chr istian Lo ve,
Mrs. M . D. N .

ZONE

CANADA

W ASHINGTON

Mt . Vernon .... KBRC
Omak
..KOMW
Walla Walla ....KTEL
Wenatchee
..KUEN

BERMUDA
CANAL

8: 30 a.m.
6:35 p.m .
(EDT)

IS MAN?

WISCONSIN

WYOMING

Pro vo

Bri stol

WHAT

ISLANDS

..............DZAQ

7:30 a .m.

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise
Indicated.
Check your local newspaper or radio station , for times not llsted.

Pasadena, California
September 13, 1960
Dear Friends in Christ:
May I have your Correspondence Cour se in German and tell me
how much this would cost? If I can get it from you in German,
then I can send it afterwards to my relatives in German y .
Would be glad to receive an answer from you and I let you know
that I am praying for you and your Mission every day in my daily
hour of pra y er. May the good Lord, our Savior, bless you richly as
I am your sister in Christ.
E. L. D.

WHY I BELIEVE GOD
ABC

and

By JAMES
Radio

Sermon

MBS

WHY

D. WILLEFORD
September

18, 1960

God is! He does not mereiy exist but-He
lives! And in living
"he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things," and in Him "we
live, and move, and have our being . . . for we are his offspring" (Acts
17: 25, 28). Thus the Bible declares forthrightly
that God exists, and
that He rules in the affairs of men.
I may not fully comprehend
God, but I can acquire a working
knowledge of His will, which is sufficient for the battles of life. It is
said that Rowland Hill was once trying to convey to his audience the
greatness
of God's love. Suddenly he stopped and raising his eyes
heavenward, exclaimed: "I am unable to reach this lofty theme. Yet I
do not think that the smallest fish in the ocean ever complains of the
ocean's vastness. So it is with me . With my puny powers I can plunge
with delight into a subject ' the immensity of which I shall never be
Debate, Intro., p. 7).
able to comprehend (Oliphant-Smith

f

God does not require me to expand my limited powers to such
lengths that I can fathom the depths and heights of His glory . If
the finite mind could weigh His wisdom, He would not be an
infinite God. Surely the infinite cannot be completely grasped by the
finite.
But though I cannot plumb the depths of His goodness, I still
believe that He is good, and though I cannot demonstrate
Him to th e
senses, I still believe that He exists.
I realize that with a vast majority of you, as is true of any intelligent audience in this country, there is no need for my offering proof
of God's ex istenc e. Your minds are fully convinced that He is, and
you believ e for r easo ns -the
sufficiency of which you have never had
r eason to question-not
only in the existence of God, but in His power
and goodness, too. But for the benefit of the doubtful, we are happy t o
set forth th e rea so ns why we believe in God.

[

We beli eve in God b eca use fait h in His existence is logical and
necessary. Faith is a "conviction base d upon evidence," and the evidence
of God's existence is overwhelming.
When we see that liquids inv ari ably
run dow nhill, and that unsupport ed obj ects always fall to the ground ,
the mind must conclude that ther e is a force which controls this action .
even thou gh the force has nev er been seen.
The modern da y atheist says that faith in an unseen God is foolish ,
but anything that cannot be demo nstr ated to any of the five se11s.fill.
must be accEp t ed by faith. Even the atheist must accept many things
Page 20
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on this basis. Take the wind that uproots our trees, and makes shambles
of our towns. Who doubts its existence, but who ever saw it? We have
seen its destructive work, but we have n~ver seen the wind , We believe
that it exists.
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Some of the fin est principles
eve1· sa w "faith, hope and love"?
five senses, but who doubts their
patriotism, or the wisdom of a
have witnessed their workings,
of . the five senses.

of life must be accepted by faith. Who
Theim are not perceptible to any of the
existence? Who doubts · the principle of
sage, and yet who has seen them? We
but they defy actual contact by any

In like manner, we must believe that God exists by the evidence
before us. We have never seen Him, but we have seen the labor of
His hands. The Bible says · that "the invisible things of Him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse" (Romans 1: 20) . One scholar has said that, "If the
word 'God' were written upon every blowing leaf , embossed on every
passing cloud, engraved on every granite rock; the inductive evidence of
God in the world would be no stronger than it is .. . The universe is a
big advert1smg poster that spells 'God'" ( Evidence of Divine Being, by
E. A. Maness, p. 27).
David said, "The heavens declare the glor y of God; and the firmament
showeth his handywork"
(Psalms 19.1), and men of science agree with
the Psalmist of Israel. A noted minerologist says, "What I have learne~d
a bout the earth has made me no less a believer in a Supreme Power,
lmt actually more so. You see, some of the early philosophers
simply
guessed ~here is a God. All they could say was 'God is,' but we ha ve so
mu ch evidence to go on. We have seen so much of His handiwork. We
can say, God must be" (Quoted in I Have Believed, by Stanley E.
Sayers, p. 18) .

.A
X

-A

We believe in God because we see int elli ge nt plannin g throu ghout the
universe. If the elements of our universe were tossed about like bowling
pins that have been knocked over, or children's toys that have been
scattered over the room, there might be some grounds for accidentalism,
but the very opposite is true. The universe throbs with life, and
vibrates with meaning . It has design and order stamped upon its vast
expanses, and upon its narrow vales. Precision and harmony guide its
movements , and a Pilot of universal intelligence is at its helm.
What power must have been required to bring into existence such an
immense universe! The order in which our countless planets are found
and the harmony with which they move, are no less wonderful than the
immense space which they occupy. The stars are not sprinkled at random in space, but are grouped · together in numberless universes. Some
plan has been followed in their grouping. Some powerful intelligence has
designed them. We believe that intelligence was God. What do you believe about it?

j
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But the evidence of design is not limited to the big things of the
universe. The smallest particles of our world bear evidence of design.
Do you know that every snowflake which falls upon the earth has an
angle of sixty, or one hundred and twenty degrees? I ask you who de·
creed the angles of the snowflake? With whose square and compass
were their angles determined? The atheist can never answer this question, but the Christian can reply to it in one word, "God!"
It has been estimated that if all the men who have lived on the earth
during the past six thousand
years were to put their combined
strength against our globe, they could move it about one foot in a
thousand years . Yet there is a force which moves this earth at the
rate of more than a thousand miles per minute. What is this force?
We call it gravitation. It is one of those things about which we talk much
but know little. This force moves our earth systematically
and orderly:
so that the seasons, as well as day and night, follow each other in
re~lar
order.

This same force is working constantly in the great domain of space
a? out u~. The planets do not move across the h ea vens in a haphazard,
h1t-or-m1ss manner; each planet moves in its particular orbit, and with
clock-like precision.
Because of the unfailin g timet able of th e planets,
astronomers are able to predict the exact day and hour of an edipse
or other planetary action. Because we have observed the systemati~
way in which gravity operates, we speak of the "law of gravitation ."
But whence came this law? Did it originate itself, or was it decreed
by a lawgiver of intelligence and power? The Bible answers that God
"spake and it was don e ; he commanded, and it stood fast" (Psalms
33:9) . So the univ ers e was not a "happenstanc e" but it came by divine
decree, and is sustained "by the word of God's pow er" (H eb r ews 1:3).
It has been determin ed by the science of mathematics
that if the
twenty-six letters of the alphabet were tossed into tlie air, they might
fall together in their pres ent order, i.e., A throu gh z, once in five
hundred million, million, million times. We ask, on this basis what
would be the probability of the innumerable
combinations
of 'nature
coming t ogether i? the wonderful order of the univer se , if they were
tossed about by blmd ch ance? It would be just as r easo nabl e to suppose
that the lett. ers of the alphabet, tossed about unint ellig ently, would form
thems elv es mto a learn ed treatise on science or philosophy!
We have read that Kircher, the renowned astronomer, made a minia~.ure globe, and when an atheistic friend noticed it, he exclaimed,
W~at a remarkable
piece of workmanship!
Who made it?" Kircher
~ep hed, "No one!" "What! Why that is impossible ," said the atheist .
Some one must have mad e it. Such a perfectly arranged globe could
not have made itself." To which Kircher replied, "Nor could such a
perfectly arranged world - of which this is but a small repr esentation
- have made itself."
I. believe in God because I am forced to conclude that a bein g of intelllgence arranged our universe . Our world is definitely not a cause,
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but an effect, a produ ct of some powerful first cause . Somethinp
it into existence - this must be.
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It is a universally recognized truth that something cannot come from
nothing. But the world is. Therefore, the world came frrm something.

In the universe there is both intelligence and matter. It is unreason·
able to suppose that both are cause and both effect, that both have
existed side by side with neither one giving rise to the other. One
brought the other into existence, but which one?
We are all but forced to conclude that intelligence acted upon matter,
and arrang ed it into our universe . Surely matter did not act upon in·
tellig ence. To suggest the latter is to twist the harmony of the universe
out of order. A nest does not create the bird to sit in it. A mighty telescope does not create the astronomer to peer through it, and an automobile does not create the driver to sit in it and determine its course.
That which existed originally was characterized
by force and intelli·
gence. Mind possesses these qualities . It asserts itself and in turn acts
upon something outside itself. It decides to invent, and invents . It medi·
tates, concentrates,
and creates. But matter can d_o none of these
things. It is simply susce ptibl e to the action applied to it by the mind.
Matter could never have changed its own state, for by itself it remains it self - dormant and inactive. The force that brought the world
into existence possessed the power to think, to plan, and to make de·
cisions . But matter possesses none of these qualities whatever!
It is for these reasons that we believe an all-powerful Being is the
Creator of th e uni verse, and that He is not an accident but a definite
individu al. The Bible rev ea ls His will, and declares in no unc ertain
terms that , "In the beg inn ing God created the hea ven and th e earth"
(Genesis 1:1).
I believe in God because the moral government of the world suggests
a moral governor. From the dawn of time men have obligated them selves to some system of moral law. They have always felt some sense
of right and wrong, and they have always recognized a wide gulf betwe en th e. two .
W hether it be such perv ersio ns of religion as throwing babies to
crocodiles or runnin g through fire, the savage still thought he was ful filling an obligation. He, therefore, acted upon his convictions. To the
savage, withholdin g his babies from the sacred crocodiles would have
been wrong, terribl y and religiously wrong. He was determined at all
costs to do what to him seemed right, not logical nor humane, but
right!
Many times criminals who are outright atheists , who have no known
fear of -God will turn thems elves over to the courts for the infliction
of punishment . They seem to find consolation in having their deeds
brought to li ght and judgment imposed upon them. Why should this be?
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Obviously these individuals are driven by an unseen sense of right and
wrong. Something deep inside says, "You must make things right."

first be ginning we find it free from many of the bl~mishes that offend
us in its later forms" (Chips from a German Worship, Vol. I, p. 23).

All men have some sense of right and wrong. Whether they are trained
in morals or not-they
are still moral!
Something to them is right,
and when they violate their convictions they are aware of wrong doing.
Their sense of right and wrong may be far from what God revealed to
men in the beginning, but every man has such a sense. But whence
however
comes this compelling urge? It comes from a consciousness,
faint it may be, of a moral code of long standing. This moral code
implies a mor al governor - and the Bible says this Governor is God!

'rhese facts can point to bu t one conclusio n; namely, th~t in th e
beginning God re vea led Himself to man, and t~at for a time man
worshiped ac cording to God's will but after a while he dep~rted fr?m
the divine origi na l. This very thou ght is borne out in t he Bible, whi?h
says th at "God m ade man upright, but they have sought out many mventions"
(E:cclesia ste s 7: 9) . It also says tha t "when they knew _Go~,
they glorified him not as God, neither w ere thankful; but beca me vam_ m
their imagin atio n s, and their foolish he art was darkened;
profe ssing
themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed_ the glory of the
incorruptibl e God into an im ag e made like to corruptibl e man, and to
birds and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also
gave' them up to uncle anness through the lusts of their own he a rts, t~
di shono r their own bodies betw ee n th emselves; Who chan ged the trutli
of God into a lie, and worshiped and served the creature more than
the Creator, who is blessed for ever" (Romans 1 :2 1-25).

I beli eve in God because the urge to worship Him is universal. No
nati on or tribe of people has been discovered that does not believe in
some kind of Supreme Being. No people are so barbarous that they do
not feel the n ee d of God. Every man worships something or someone.
He worships something
either concrete or abstract, whether it be
wrought with his own hands or conceived in his own mind . He worships something.
Why?
Of all th e hosts of the universe, man comes nearer to being selfsufficient. He can furnish any food he desires either by natural growth
or che mical synthesis. He can span mighty rivers and canyons by the
contrivance
of his mind and the energy of his resources . He can ply
the dept hs of the briny deep , or penetrate
the sound barrier in the
air. By medi ca l science h e can save and prolong li fe, and in many ways
he seems to be his own god, yet he feels compelled to worship. Why?
T ak e an ignorant savage, or an educated genius, and he will still
worship . Despite all the efforts of atheists to tear religion from man,
it cannot be done. Man is a natural worshiper. He is incu ra bly religious.
Why? Because he was made for worship. He has the imprint of his
Creator upon his h eart, and he cannot do otherwise. His ideas of true
worship may have been removed by vice and superst ition, but he must
worship.
It is worthy of note that the earlier forms of the various heathen
religions are purer than the · later forms. In all r eligions, however degraded and pollut ed, there are still traces of monotheism;
i.e. belief in
one God. No matter how many gods we find a people worshiping, nor
how deeply enshrouded
in darkness th eir religion may be , there is
always a faint, glimmering ray of purer light .

D~. James Orr says, "Man's earliest ideas of God were not, as is
commonly supposed, his poorest .. .. No savage tribes are found who
do not seem to have higher ideas of God along with their superstitions"
(The Problem of the Old Testament,
p. 496). Another scholar says, "All
religions had but one source and that a pure one . From it have grown
perversions varying in their proportions of truth and error" (Dr. R. H .
in West Africa, p. 23). And Max Muller, famous
Nassau, in Fetishism
Oxford professor, says -that "Whenever we trace back a religion to its

1 belie ve in God bec aus e the m an,, who disbeliev _es casts himse.lL!Jlto
a v
um void of m ea nin and into a life of despair . Professor Ro~ane,
who lost his fait , and th en re ga ined it, says, " Ma n's nat~r e w~th o~;t
God is thoroughly
miserable."
Voltaire, the French skeptic, said,
I
wish I had never been born ." Listen to the pessim isti c words of H ume:
"W here am I or what? From wh at causes do I derive my existen ce,
and to what condition shall I re turn ." A not he r unbeli eve r of r enow n
said "There is none in all the world more unh appy than I. People
thi n!, me h ap py. I h ave ne ver bee n happy for one day, nor for a single
ho ur!" (Quotes are from Atheism's
Fa ith and Frui ts, by James D.
Bales).
This is the "p eace " of m en wh os e greatest de sir e in life is to show
t he world that th ey are differ ent , t hat they can li ve without God! But
cont rast their state of mind wit h th at of a believ er like David, who
wrote "T he Lord is my sh epherd; I sh all not want. He maketh me t o
lie d~wn in gre en pastures:
he leade th me besi de the still wat ers . H e
re sto re th my soul" (Ps alms 23 : 1-3). Da vid had found his all in find in g
God and in wa lking w ith H im.
And y ou ca n do the same, but you mu st believe in God an d obey Hi s
will. It is not enou gh t o speak of your faith, but you mu st demon_st rat e
it by re pent ing of your sins, and bei ng buri ed with Chri st in baptis m.
"Th e fool hath said in his hea r t, There is no God" (P sa lms 14: 1).
Som e hav e und ers t0o d this sayin g to mean: "The · fo ol hath said in
he art, No God; i.e. n o God for me." And thu s und er sto od , th e pa~sage
do es no t regard th e foo l a s denying t he existence of God, but si m ply
as decl ar ing his ind epende n ce of Him; as much as to say , "I do not ne ed
God and can get alon g without Him."
A ' man who admits that God is , a nd at th e same time proclaims his
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independence
of Him, is a bigger fool than he who says there is no
God. A person who tries to get along without God has a hard road to
travel, a nd will dash his feet aga ins t many stones along the way. But
even if he can manag e to get through this world fairly well without
God, the time will come when he will realize the · folly of his course.
A young lady of an aristocrat ic family became convinced that she
would obey her Savior and enter into the kingdom of God; but her
fath e r, a man wholly devoted to the world, dissuaded her, and even gave
her a bribe not to ally herself with Christians.
By and by she took
sick, and it soon became evident that death was inevitable. Upon being
so inform ed, she called her father into her sick room, where she said,
"Father, th ey t ell me that I must soon die." "Yes, daughter ," replied the
fath er, "in spite of all that can be done to avoid it, you mu st die."
"Father," said the dying girl, "this is a lonely and dreary journey upon
which I am embarking;
can't you go with me?" "No", said th e father,
convulsed
with emotion, "I can not accompany
y ou; if I could, I
"you canwou ld gladly d_o so." "I know that," re spon ded the daughter;
not go with me, and J esus, whom you p ers u a ded me not to accept, will
not. I must go alone."
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P e ople have the stran ges t ideas about reading the Bible . Some treat
it as if it were a charm. They open it at random and read the first
text that happ ens to catch their eye, feeling sure that God will speak
to them in this way.
taking
Oth ers act as if it were a sort of spiritual smorgasbord,
text here and a text there and tryin g to make a meal of them.

a

Such approaches to the Bible leave much to be desired, even though
the random r eadi ng of some pre ci ous text has occasionally brou ght sudden and much-needed
blessing to a fainting soul. Jump ing from one
favorite passage to an other may be better than n ot reading the Bible at
all, but at b es t it is a very shallow _ approach to a Book of such deptl1.

T he n two he a rts broke, a nd in a little wl1ile the soul of the dying
girl started through the va lley of the shadows with n either Savior nor
fath er to ch ee r her amidst t he· gather ing glo om.

When th e apostle Paul admonis hed Timothy to "handle aright the
wo r d of truth" (II Timothy 2:1 5) , he intimated that the word can be handled wrong ly . He a lso warned of many wh o "corrupt the word of God"
(II Corinthians 2: 17), an d "handled it dec eitfully" (II Corinthians 4: 2) .

Me n may imagine that they do not need God in life, but wh en death
comes and eter nity opens to rec eive them they will awaken, when it is
too la te, to the great need of th e div ine presence and support.

Some of us pay our preac he r to study the Bible for us , and to t ell
us what it me ans . But th is is not right . No man can study the Bible for
us any mor e than he ca n tell the truth for us, or worship God for us.
Bibl e study is something we mus t do for ourse lve s .

W ill you awaken to you r need for Him in life and in death, and will
you wa lk with Him now that He may wa lk with you on that journey
wher e you cannot afford to walk alo n e.

Sept. 13, 1960
Elizabethtown, Ky.
Dear Chr istians:
Incl osed is check for five dollars for the help of Radio and TV
Herald of Truth.
I am a widow but will try to send other donations every time I
can. For I'm thankful to God of the wonderful program and
pray it can cont inue .

In Christian Love,
Mrs. D. C. G.

If we let the preache r study for us , how do we know he is 'not
corrupting the word, or handling it deceitfully?
Some did in the first
century, and the Bible speaks of th em as "deceitful workers" who "t r a nformed themselves into the apostles of Christ," but it says their "end
shall be acc or ding to their works" (II Corinthians 11:13-15). These m e n
who pa rad ed as "ministers
of righteousness"
will p erish at t h e jn dge ment, and Christ will say "I n ever k new you: depart from m e, ye that
work iniqunity" (M atthew 7: 23).

And the sad part if it is, that tho se who are misled by such men will
a lso per ish, for Chri st sa id: "If the blind lea d the blind, the y will b ot h
fa ll into the ditch." We must n ot take for gra nted that a m a n is preaching the truth just b eca u se h e is called a prea cher, and stands in the
pulpit with a Bible in h is hand. His purpose may be to dece iv e, or he
may be hon es tly mistaken . But no matter what his motive may be, if
he is mistak en , you cannot afford to look at the Bible t hro ugh his eyes .
This is why God says, "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth" (II Timothy 2: 15).
The Lord commended the people of Berea for not blindly accepting
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the preaching of the apostles. He praised them for "se arc hin g the Scriptur es daily " t o dete rmin e "whether those things were so" (Acts 17: 11).
If God we r e pleased when the Ber eans examined t he Scriptures
as a
mean s of check ing on t he preaching done by Paul a nd others, surely
He is pleased when m en now study their Bibles to see if the preacher
is proclaiming the truth.
There are some very imp ort a nt prerequisites
to the right kind of
is the right frame of mind. We must
Bibl e stu dy, and o n e prerequisi'te
r emove from our h earts a ll preconceived
ideas of r eligion that came
from sources ot h er than th e Bible. And it would surprise many of us to
lear n ho w ma n y of our religious id eas ha ve no basi s in Script ure. Many
of these tho ugh ts were d erive d fro m poe try a nd other secular lite ra ture:
Others have come from pictures and paintings.
Ma ny quot a tions we
hear for Bible are nothin g more than "chimney-corner
sc riptu re. " They
are not to be fo un d within the sacred Book.
A further
prerequisite
to Bible study
is reverence.
We are no t
studying just another book , but the word of the li vin g God. We should
read it with profound respect, as if God were speaking directly to us.
If we were to hear Hirn spea k from heave n, would we not listen with
rever enc e and 'a we? But is His writt en word any less importa nt? Doe s
the fact of its being writt en mak e it a ny less significant?
A t remendou s help in Bible study i s the right motiv e. Do not read
the Bible to prove you r views. It is the practice of some t o m ake up
their minds tha t a certain th ing is true, a nd then they go to t he Scriptur es to prove th at it is true.
Thi s is no way to st udy God's wo r d.
Wh en a per so n reads t he Bible to prov e his point, it is lik ely that he
will prove it to his own satisfaction,
whether the Bib le susta ins h is
views or not. It may b e th at even thou gh hi s doctrine is entirely unscript ur al, He will find a passage that seems on it s su rface to prove
hi s po int.

We have h eard it said that "One can prove a nything by the Bible, "
"but t his statement is far from the t ruth. No, one ca nnot prove just by
anyt h ing by the Bible. Oh, it may be that if a person takes passages
out of their setting, and disregards
every rule of Bibl e study, he m ay
seem to find pro of, but no one can prove erro r by the Bible. "When the
Bible is properly handled, only truth can be glea n ed from its sa cred
pag e s.
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attitude of heart, will say as he reads, "Speak, Lord thy servant
command and I will ob ey."
The first

ru le of earnest

Bible

study

he a r e th;

is to use good common

sense.

And we are sure you will agree with us on this point. In fact, this is
a good rul e t o observe in the study of anything. Use good common
sense. As the Lord expr esses it: "Come let us reason together" (Isaiah
1:18) .
To illustrate this rule, permit us to read from Mark 16: 16, where
Christ sa id, "He th at believeth and is baptized shall be saved." Now,
layin g aside all opinions , what did the the Lord say we must do to be
saved? Is believing all we must do? Is baptism alone sufficient? No. He
th a t believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
But someone says, "I just can't see it ." Then, let us suppose for a
moment that instead of the expression, "Shall be saved," in this passage, we have the expression, "Shall be given a million dollars ." The
passa ge would then read, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be
given a million dollars ." Who would misunderstand
this? We would
all understand
that there are two conditions to be met, and that failure to comply with either would forfeit any claim we might make for
the million dollars. Now, why cannot we exercise the same good common sense in the matt er wh en our Lord said, "He that b elieveth a nd
is baptized shall b e saved?"
The second

rule

of successful

Bible

study

is to observe

who

speaks.

Observance of this rul e will eliminate much mi sunderstandin g . In Job
2: 9 we find the order to "Curse God and die." But is this admonition to
us? Certainly not . We learn by a closer look that th es e are the words
of Job' s w ife, and they were spoken to her husband . They were not
spoken to us, and they sho uld not hav e b een spoken to Job. His wi fe
utt ered them in a mom ent of emotional st r a in, and they were fo olish
wo rds .
The Bibl e was . in spire d of God, a nd the m en who penned it w ere
ins pi red , but it contains a few statements of some who were not in spi red.
It r ecords statements
m a de by Satan, evil angels, evil spirits, and evil
men. T herefore , we should a lways know who speaks, We have counseled
people with Bible pro blem s, which would not have be en problems at all
first
to them, if th ey had only obse rv ed this plain and simple rule-of
identifying the speak er .

a w i lli ng h eart,

A thir d important
rule of Bible study is to determine
under what
First, see who gave the
circumstanc es peop l e are given a command.

Christ said, "If any m an wille th to do his will , h e shall know of the
te aching , whether it is of God, or wh ethe r I speak of myself" (Jo hn 7: 17).
If we have a heart th at is ready and willing to submit to His will,
t he Lord will help u s to learn our duty: But if we stud y with a prejudiced
mind, de termine d to carry a p oin t, it is not likely that we shall ge t anyt hing of value fr om our study. Th e person who studies with th e proper

When you r ea d a
comm an d, a n d t hen notice to who m it · was given.
passage afik, "W as this spoken to me, and does it apply to my life?"
We h ave . n o trouble in ob se rving this rule when we read God's command to build an ar k. We k n ow this was not spoken to us, but to Noah.
We h ave heard ·peopl<;i quote the command to "Remember the , sabbath," and apply it to us. But it was never given to us . When Moses

A further

i m port ant

co n dition
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B ib le study
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repeated the Ten Commandments of Israel at Mount Sinai, he said, "The
Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The Lord made not
this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of
us here alive this day" (Deuteronomy 5: 2,3). Thus the command was
never given to us , but to Isr ae l, and ob edienc e to it was to be continued
only until the end of the law. It ended at the cross of Christ (Colossians
2: 14) .
Christians have a day of worship, the first day of the week (Acts
20: 7; I Corinthians
16: 1,2), but we do not observe it because of the
sabbath commandment.
We worship on the first day-the
Lord's daybecause we are direct ed to do so by the gospel of Christ.
Two passages of Scripture in the book of Acts are sometimes misunderstood because people do not realize that they are spoken under
different circumstances.
One passage reads, "Repent, and be baptized
... for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38), and the other reads, "Repent
. .. and pray God" (Acts 8: 22 for forgiveness. The apostle Peter spoke
the words in both cases but he was addressing persons who sustained
differ ent r elationships to God. In Acts 2, the apostle addressed people
who had never become Christains. So he commanded them to repent,
and be baptized for the remission of sins. But in Acts 8, the apostle
Was ad dr ess ing a man who had become a Christian, and had backslidden.
To him h e gave the command, "Repent, and pray that you may be forgiven. "
Sometim es modern prea chers revers e these answers. They tell a
person whom th ey consider already a Christian to be baptized.
And
they tell an alien sinner to pray for pardon. But this is just the reverse
of the divine order. The Lord told alien sinners to be baptized, and He
advised children of God to pray. He never told a Christian to be baptized, and He never advised an alien sinner to pray for pardon.
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of Levi. This period has been called the moonlight age, and the Scriptures that cover it are Exodus 20 through the book of Malachi.
It began at the first
The third age is the Christian dispensation.
Pentecost after the resurrection
of Christ, and it will end at the Lord's
return . It is a universal religion and under it Christ said, "Evangelize
the nations."
The Scriptures of this period are the New Testament.
Under Christ every Christian is a priest, and there is no tabernacle or
t em ple as a central place of worship.
We can approach the throne
of God, through Christ, from any spot where we may be.
Each dispens ation has had its own priesthood, and there has been
a change of priesthood with each dispensational
change. Paul says,
"For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change
also of the law" (Hebrews 7:12). Each time the priesthood 'has changed
there has been a corresponding
change of the law.
Gods laws were different in the Jewish age from the laws of the
patriarchal, and His laws today are different from the laws of the two
preceding age s. God h as changed His laws without Himself changing.
Sometimes when we urg e that God has changed His laws and His
methods of de alin g with men, some obj ect upon the ground that the Bible
says God changes not, that He is an unchangeable
God. But a change
in His laws through the three dispensations
does not me an that He
Himself changes.
He ever remains the same. He commanded Noah
to build an ark, but He does not command us to build one. This does
It means that He has commanded
not m ean that God has changed.
different thing s of people who lived in different dispensations
of time.
And this is why we must identify the age under which a command
was given if we are to understand
the Bible.

,

A fifth
of Scripture

rule of Bible study is that we do not construe
one passage
Truth is always
so that it will contradict
another passage.

of time there have been
three great r eli gious ages or dispensations.
The first dispensation began
with Adam and ended with Moses, and it was known as the "Patriarchal
Age. " It is thus styled because the father of each family was the
ruler and priest.
God's laws were verbally given and there were no
written scriptures.
He spoke to different individuals, and over a period
of twenty-five hundred years gave the few laws that characterized
that
ag e. This dispensation
has been called the starlight age of man's existe nce, and we read of this period from Genesis 1 to Exodus 19.

harmonious, and any interpretation
of an obscure passage that contradicts the plain teaching of another passage ceases to be an explanation
and becomes a contradiction.
For instance, Paul affirms that we are
saved by grace (E ,phesians 2:5). But if we construe this passage to
mean that salvation is by grace only, and that it precludes our complying with any conditions , then we contradict all those passages that say
If salvation is by grace only,
we must believe and obey the gospel.
then faith is ruled out of the plan of salvation. So Paul's statement must
not be twisted to mean that we have nothing to do in becoming Christians. There are too many passages that require us to believe in Christ,
repent of sin, and obey the Lord's will.

The second dispensation began with Moses and ended at the death
It is called the "Jewish Age" and it lasted for fifteen hunof Christ.
dred years .. The Jewish religion was national in that it was given to
the nation of Israel. It centered in the tabernacle and later in the tem ple at Jerusalem.
This period had its scriptures, the central portion of
which was the ten commandments.
The priesthood was from the tribe

The Scriptures were intended for all the people to read, and study,
and und erstand. Some say we cannot understand
the Bible, but the
apostle Paul informed the Ephesians that he wrote so they ' could understand (Ephesians 3: 3,4). God gave us the Bible, telling us to read, to
study, and to let it dwell in us richly. Would God give us His will, tell-

A fourth
rule of Bible study is to notice
a command
was spoken. Since the beginning

under
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us t o study it and understand, when at the same time it is impossibl e
us to do so? Surely not. If we say that God wou ld not give us a law
ca n understand, we imp eac h His goodness . If we say that He could
give us such a law, we impeach His power .

If you will r ead God's word daily , r ea d it humbly, read it submissively, you will sense a great surge of faith r aci ng throu gh every fiber
of your sp iritual b eing. Your underst anding of the Bible will increase
from day to day, an d with David of the long , long ago yo u ca n sing:
" The entrance of th y word gives light, it give th understandin g also."

THE HERALD OF TRUTH IS DISTINCTIVE
The Hera ld of Truth radio and tele vision series is distinctive in
many ways. One of the se is the continued refusal of the elders to commer cia lize the program by appealing for funds. "Adver tising Age," the
national newspaper of adver ti sing, stated in an article on August 22,
1960, in re fe rence to religious programs, "A great many of the programs
now on the air feature minist ers and speakers who do not appear to be
a sso ciated forma lly with any specific church or denomination.
Most
of the churc h broadcasters
make regul ar appea ls to listeners for donations to ke ep the program going. T hese appeals, which some tim es in
the slow summer months take on a note of near despe ration, are
frequ ently accompanied
by offers of free picture books on Africa,
religious calanders records , inspirational
talks, pictures and other such
write-in come-ons."
Th e Hera ld of Truth te levis ion series is one of the t op few re li gi ous tel ecasts receiving top au dienc e ratings. A few w eeks ago the
United Pr ess International
car ried a two-column story in many of the
maj or newspapers of the United States stating that straight pr eac hing
bro adc asts on telev ision have lo st their audie nce appeal.

RADIO WORK ADVANCING
The Hera ld of Truth radio series was one of the few religious programs r et ained by th e American Broadcasting
Compa ny aftr this ne twork cancelled on thirty-day no tice several religious programs. These
cancellations followed th e pattern of a ne w trend in the br oadcasting
industry-either
dropping all religious broadcasting
or lim iting it to
a sma ll , select group .
Some experts pred ict that in the n ext five years there will be on ly
four or fiv e different r eligious broadcasts left on the networks and in
m ajor markets.
Yet ....
for the first time in the history of the program we have
Company
ordered the entire facilities · of the American Broadcasting
network, beginning October 1, 1960.

A Pepperdine
College
su~~
\."t':~~0)seve
California , monitoring
channels
for one week, recor
1,261 violent
1,348 incidents

acts

leading

to dea

of violence

748 alcoholic
beverages
consumed
...
and 833 acts of violence or death
Saturday,
principal
viewing
day
children.
Despite
such violence
on TV screens,
television
executives
contin .ually
seek
programs
and
good, sound educ;ational
use them when available,
often giving
free time. Your contributions
will
help
produce HERALD
OF TRUTH
films to
supply these stations
...
another
way
that you as a Christian
can help carry
the gospel to millions.
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